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Following up on the astounding success of Tomáseen Foley’s A Celtic Christmas -- on national tour every Christmas season for the past decade, Tomáseen now introduces his new show, IRISH TIMES. As with his Christmas show, IRISH TIMES is his authentic remembrance of a way of life that is, alas, no longer with us -- a unique window into the extraordinarily rich cultural life of the ordinary people of the remote parish of Teampall an Ghleannáin -- Tomáseen’s birthplace . . .  in the days before the motor car, the television and the telephone.

In rural Ireland of the 1940s and 50s, the neighbors would gather at each others houses, for home weddings and -- even more popular -- home wakes, for céilí dances during matchmaking season and for celebrations during the marrying season, and sometimes for no reason at all other than an abiding sense that one could truly live only “in the shelter of your neighbors.” The neighbors invariably brought with them their fiddles, tin whistles, flutes, bodhráns, uilleann pipes -- to raise the rafters with a night of fiery traditional music, song, dances they always said they were much too old for, and, of course, storytelling.

It was in such places and on such nights that the delightful treasury of Irish culture was created, expanded and preserved, and not by the bourgeois, as was the case throughout much of Europe at the time, but by the ordinary people, often in remote areas. By recreating such nights on stage, Tomáseen Foley’s IRISH TIMES immerses American audiences in age-old communal traditions.

And who better to do so? Storyteller Tomáseen Foley was born and raised in a big family on a small farm in the remote parish of Teampall an Ghleannáin in the West of Ireland in the 1940s. 

 He brings with him some of the finest exponents of the traditional Celtic arts performing anywhere to day – on either side of the Atlantic.

Music Director William Coulter is a Grammy Aard winner (2005) and is an internationally acclaimed master of the steel-string guitar. He has been performing and recording traditional Celtic and American folk music for 25 years.  The most recent of his seven CDs on the Gourd Music label is the acclaimed solo album, The Road Home.  www.williamcoulter.com
Kathleen Keane’s virtuoso music is featured movies such as Backdraft, The Road to Perdition and The Cinderella Man. Considered a child prodigy on the tin whistle, the Chicago Tribune nominated her as “one of the world’s finest Celtic Fiddlers.” She studied Irish step dancing under Michael Flatley (Riverdance/ Lord of the Dance) 

and went on to become a champion Irish dancer. www.kathleenkeane.com 

Uilleann Piper, Brian Bigley studied the traditional, rarely heard, uilleann pipes from the age of eight, with Achill Island (Co. Mayo) piper Michael Kilbane -- with whom he also studied flute, whistle and low whistle. He has toured extensively throughout North America, Europe and the UK. He is a world champion-level Irish step dancer -- he competed in the World Championships in Glasgow in 2002 and in Killarney in 2003. www.brianbigleymusic.com
Storyteller Tomáseen Foley was born on a small farm in the remote parish of Teampall an Ghleanntáin in the West of Ireland. Rego Irish Records says he is a master of the Irish narrative and a keeper of the flame for a priceless piece of Irish culture. Each year from Thanksgiving until Christmas his show Tomáseen Foley's A Celtic Christmas plays to critical acclaim and packed concert halls around the US. His show A Saint Patrick Celebration tours from late February through mid-March; two other shows, Tomáseen Foley’s Irish Times, and his one-man Lines from my Grandmother's Forehead tour throughout the remainder of the year. The Oregon Cabaret has developed a hit musical from his story Parcel From America. He has released two CDs: A Celtic Christmas, and a live recording, The Priest and the Acrobat. www.tomaseenfoley.com

