Tomáseen Foley’s A Celtic Christmas
 

Rekindle the flame in the hearth and return to the days before the motorcar, the television, and the telephone. Tomáseen Foley's A Celtic Christmas recreates the joy and innocence of a night before Christmas in a farmhouse - the Rambling House - in the remote parish of Teampall an Ghleanntain (Tomáseen's birthplace) in the West of Ireland, when the neighbors gather to grace the wintry night with the laughter of their stories, the joy of their music, the loveliness of their songs, and the wildness of their dances - dances that they always said they were much too old for. So now that  you have knocked on the Rambling House door, a traditional Rambling House greeting from all of us: Cead mile failte (a hundred thousand welcomes); tonight, you are no longer an audience-- you are our neighbors:

 

 

Kathleen Keane, Fiddle/Vocals/Champion Irish Step Dancer/Whistle

Marta Cook, Irish Harpist/Champion Irish Step Dancer/Choreographer

Brian Bigley, Uilleann Pipes/whistle/flute/Champion Irish Step Dancer

William Coulter, Music Director/Guitar/Bodhrán/Whistle

Tomáseen Foley, Fear an Tí (The Man Of The House)/Storyteller

Brad Nelson, Production Manager/Light Design

Laura McClanathan, Tour Manager

 

Act 1

 

The Rambling House - the traditional meeting place for the neighbors; a place where almost anything can happen, and some of what follows probably will.

 

Irish traditional song of winter: Darkest Midnight

Christmas in Teampall an Ghleantáin  -- story 

The Celtic Christmas Band 

Dance – hard shoe.

The Candle In the Window – story

The Celtic Christmas Band 

Dance – two-hand reel – soft-shoe

Uilleann pipes – solo

Parcel From America: the beginning – story

Dance – reel – hard shoe

The Celtic Christmas Band – traditional Irish music

Irish Christmas carol  -- song
Davey The Post – The Whistling Postman – Story

Irish Harp – solo, and dance

The Celtic Christmas Band

The Rambling House Deadly Dance Duel

                      INTERMISSION

(Artists' CDs available in the lobby - for a song)

                       Act 2

 

The Celtic Christmas Band

Dance

Bridget of the Birds -- story

Traditional Christmas song: The Wexford Carol 

Dance: Slipjig

Traditional Rambling House Polkas: The Celtic Christmas Band

The Welcome --  song

The Rambling House Deadly Dance Duo

The Translucent Heart of Christmas -- story 

The Celtic Christmas Band 

Carol – Silent Night 

 

Closing

 

Irish Christmas toast:

Slainte na bfear is go mara na mna go deo.

(Good health to the men and may the women live forever)

